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Crkva u sjeni ustaskog rezima

Mario Kevo

Sazetak:

Uspostavom Nezavisne Drzave Hrvatske (NDH) pocetkom travnja 1941. hr-
vatsko drustvo suocilo se s velikim promjenama, prvenstveno politicke i soci-
jalne prirode $to je bila posljedica zivota u ratnim okolnostima. Iako u skladu s
tadasnjim trendom opcih svjetskih kretanja, promjene su ‘potresle’ drustvene,
socijalne i vjerske aspekte svakodnevnog Zivota u kojima su jednu od klju¢nih
uloga imali Katolicka Crkva i nadbiskup zagrebacki Alojzije Viktor Stepinac.
Susljedno, promjene su se odrazile i na djelovanje klera i ulogu Katolicke Crkve
u novoj drzavi. Iako su i domaca i inozemna historiografija mnogo redaka po-
svetile djelovanju Crkve tijekom Drugog svjetskog rata, jednu od kontroverznih
tema (jos$ uvijek) predstavlja uloga Katolicke Crkve i rad nadbiskupa Stepinca
u ratnim okolnostima, ali i u pora¢u Drugog svjetskog rata. Pozdravivsi u po-
¢etku novu drzavu kao ostvarenje vjekovne Zelje Hrvata za vlastitom drzavom,
uocivsi pravu narav rezima, nadbiskup Stepinac i kler vrlo brzo jasno i glasno
podizu glas protiv ustaskog rezima. Medutim, zastranjivanje malog dijela klera
koji je bio duboko povezan s ustaskim rezimom predstavlja nali¢je medalje u
kojem dominira, kako je vrijeme prolazilo, sve jaci otpor i kritike Crkve u od-
nosu na rezim. No, upravo su pojedinci koji su zastranili bili sasvim dovoljni da
poslijeratni historiografi kroz prizmu njihova djelovanja ulogu Katolicke Cr-
kve u Drugom svjetskom ratu pretvore u kontroverznu temu popra¢enu nizom
tvrdnji o podrzavanju ustaskog rezima, ¢ak i o sudjelovanju u (po)cinjenju zlo-
¢ina. Takvom ulogom osobito su etiketirani katolicki mediji te vjerska/crkvena
(i laicka) udruzenja i udruge koje su odlukom nadbiskupa Stepinca ubrzo po
okoncanju rata i raspustene. Jednu od klju¢nih uloga u navodnoj Sutnji Crkve
imale su cenzura i potpuna drzavna kontrola nad svim aspektima opcedrustve-
nog zivota, karakteristi¢nih totalitarnim rezimima, pa su ve¢ i same naznake
kritickih osvrta prema rezimu za posljedicu imale ogranicavanje moguénosti
javnog istupanja. Stoga su glavni oslonac djelovanja Crkve u to doba (p)ostale
propovijedi — Cesto i veoma kriticke — upudivane s oltara, a Cesto su se dotica-
le op¢ih tema, drzavne politike rasne i nacionalne iskljucivosti (progon Srba,
Zidova, Roma) i sli¢no. Susljedno navedenom, u izlaganju ¢u se osvrnuti na
opce drustvene, politicke i socijalne prilike, drzavnu politiku rasne i nacionalne
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iskljucivosti, provodenje represivnih mjera, ulogu klera i nadbiskupa Stepinca
te (drzavnu) politiku vjerskih prijelaza.

Kljucne rijeci: Drugi svjetski rat, Katolicka Crkva, Nezavisna Drzava Hrvat-
ska, Alojzije Stepinac, vjerski prijelazi



The Church in the Shadow of the Ustasha Regime

Mario Kevo

Abstract:

Following the establishment of the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) in April
1941, Croatian society underwent profound political and social changes shaped
by wartime circumstances. These transformations deeply affected everyday so-
cial and religious life, placing the Catholic Church and Archbishop of Zagreb
Alojzije Stepinac at the center of public attention. As a result, the changing po-
litical circumstances also influenced the activities of the clergy and the position
of the Catholic Church within the new State. Although both domestic and in-
ternational historiography have extensively researched the role of the Catholic
Church during the World War I, the activities of Archbishop Stepinac and the
Church during the war and in the immediate postwar period remain among
most controversial historiographical issues. Initially, the Church welcomed the
establishment of the new State as the realization of the long-standing Croatian
national aspirations for statehood. However, Archbishop Stepinac and many
members of the clergy soon recognized the true nature of the Ustasha regime
and they raised their voices and openly criticized its policies. At the same time,
a smaller segment of the clergy maintained close ties with the regime, creat-
ing divisions that later became a central focus of postwar historiography. The
actions of these few individuals were frequently used to portray the Catholic
Church as a supporter of the Ustasha regime and, in some interpretations,
even as a complicit in crimes. Catholic newspapers, religious organizations,
and church associations were particularly targeted by such allegations. Shortly
after the War, many of these organizations were dissolved by the decision of
Archbishop Stepinac. At the same time, strict censorship and extensive state
control over public life in the Independent State of Croatia significantly limited
opportunities for open criticism towards the Ustasha regime. Even minor crit-
ical remarks could result in sanctions and restrictions on public speech. Under
these conditions, sermons became one of the principal means for expressing
the criticism of the Ustasha regime. Delivered from the pulpit, these sermons
often addressed broader moral and social issues, including state policies of racial
and national exclusiveness, persecutions against Serbs, Jews, and Roma. This
presentation examines the broader social, political, and economic conditions
within the NDH, with particular attention on state policies of racial and national
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exclusiveness, the implementation of repressive measures, the role of the clergy
and Archbishop Stepinac and the state policy of religious conversions.

Keywords: World War II, Catholic Church, Independent State of Croatia,
Alojzije Stepinac, Religious Conversions
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Uzroci, zakonske odredbe i broj ,prijelaznika*“
iz Srpske Pravoslavne Crkve u Katolicku Crkvu u
biskupiji Dakovackoj ili Bosanskoj i Srijemskoj za

vrijeme NDH

Grgo Grbesic¢

Sazetak:

Prve zakonske odredbe o ,prijelazima” donijelo je Ministarstvo bogostovlja 3.
svibnja 1941. Ostale odredbe donesene su, uglavnom, tijekom 1941. Za ustasku
vlast ,prijelazi” su bili ,interesantni” do travnja 1942. kada je osnovana Hr-
vatska pravoslavna crkva. ,Prijelazi“ su zapoceli na inicijativu drzave i to bez
znanja zakonitih predstavnika Katolicke Crkve u Hrvatskoj. Zagrebacki nad-
biskup Alojzije Stepinac prosvjedovao je protiv takvog drzavnog upletanja u
crkvena pitanja. Stajaliste Katolicke Crkve prema ,prijelazima“ izneseno je u
okruznicama nadbiskupa Stepinca, Katolickom listu, sluzbenom glasilu zagre-
backe nadbiskupije i rezoluciji Hrvatske biskupske konferencije. S teoloskog
i moralnog stajalista svi ovi propisi bili su ispravni. Civilna vlast zapocela je s
»prijelazima” zbog politickih razloga, a Katolicka je Crkva, postavljajuci propi-
se za ,prijelaze” u skladu s crkvenim kanonima, primala vjernike iz Srpske Pra-
voslavne Crkve koji su prelazili ne zbog uvjerenja, nego najveé¢im dijelom zbog
straha za svoj zivot. ,Prijelaznici” su se morali prvo prijaviti civilnim vlastima
za dobivanje odobrenja. S odobrenjem su dolazili u Zupne urede i pismenim
putem trazili ,prijelaze”. Zupni uredi su molbe slali Biskupskom ordinarijatu
koji je izdavao rjesenje za ,prijelaze” Ordinarijat je izdao rjesenja za 6109 po-
jedina¢nih ,prijelaza“. Zupnici su trebali poslije ,prijelaza“ poslati Ordinarijatu
izvjestaj o obavljenom ,prijelazu®. U arhivu Pakovacko-osjecke nadbiskupije
pronadeni su izvjestaji za samo 3131 osobu. Ostalo je nejasno je li 2977 osoba
preslo u Katolicku Crkvu jer nisu pronadeni izvjestaji o obavljenom njihovom
»prijelazu”. Kod skupnih ili masovnih ,prijelaza” negdje su prelazila cijela pra-
voslavna sela, a negdje veci broj u Katolicku Crkvu. Pouku ,prijelaznika” nisu
u vedini slu¢ajeva mogli obavljati Zupnici, nego su sudjelovali svecenici koji se u
dokumentima nazivaju ,misionari”. To su bili uz sedam biskupijskih sve¢enika
i 17 redovnika — franjevaca ili iz samostana na podrucju biskupije ili iz drugih
dijelova Hrvatske. Broj skupnih ,prijelaza” ne moze se sa sigurnos¢u utvrditi.
Moze se kretati od 9086 do 27666 ,,prijelaznika“. Kaoi kod pojedina¢nih ,pri-
jelaza“ imamo razlicite brojke u zamolbama (17177), razlic¢ite u rjeSenjima Or-
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dinarijata (9086), razlicite u izvje$tajima sa zZupa (14395) i konac¢nog popisa iz
travnja i svibnja 1942. (27666). Ako je Ordinarijat izdao rjesenja za 9086 osoba,
postavlja se pitanje tko je dao odobrenje za prijelaz 18580 osoba? Jesu li to uci-
nile ustaske vlasti bez znanja biskupa ili su pojedini svecenici — misionari radili
na svoju ruku, a da pri tom nisu obavijestili Ordinarijat u Pakovu? Odgovor je
ostao nejasan kao i kod pojedinacnih ,prijelaza“ Pakovackom biskupu Antunu
Aksamovicu bili su poznati losi postupci ustaske vlasti prema pravoslavcima
i Zidovima te je zbog toga u vi$e navrata, pismenim putem prosvjedovao kod
Poglavnika. Treba re¢i da njegovi prosvjedi nisu imali ni o$trinu, ni jasnocu
u branjenju moralnih nacela kao $to su imali prosvjedi nadbiskupa Stepinca.
Aksamovica je Sveta Stolica, 1942., zbog loseg upravljanja biskupijom, degra-
dirala na razinu apostolskog administratora. U tom teskom razdoblju on je bio
vise zaokupljen sobom i svojim problemima nego predanim zauzimanjem za
one koji su bili najugrozeniji i kojima je i s ljudskog i kr$¢anskog stajalista bilo
potrebno pomocdi.

Kljucne rijeci: NDH, Katolicka Crkva, Srpska Pravoslavna Crkva, ,prijelazi®
DPakovacka ili Bosanska i Srijemska biskupija

| 12 |



Causes, legal regulations and the number of ‘converts’
from the Serbian Orthodox Church to the Catholic
Church in the Diocese of BDakovo or Bosnia and Srijem
in the period of the Independent State of Croatia (NDH)

Grgo Grbesic¢

Abstract:

First legal provisions about the ‘conversions’ were brought by the Ministry
of Faith of May 3, 1941. Other regulations were brought mostly during 1941.
For the Ustasha Government the ‘conversions’ were a point of interest till the
April of 1942, when the Croatian Orthodox Church was established. The ‘con-
versions’ were instigated on the incentive of the Government and without the
knowledge of the legal representatives of the Catholic Church in Croatia. The
Archbishop of Zagreb Alojzije Stepinac protested against such governmen-
tal incursion in the ecclesiastic matters. The position of the Catholic Church
toward the ‘conversions’ was stipulated in the Declarations of the archbishop
Stepinac, in the bulletin Katoli¢ki List, an official publication of the Archdio-
cese of Zagreb and in the resolutions of the Episcopal Conference of Croatia.
From the theological and moral grounds all these regulations were correct.
State authorities initiated the ‘conversions’ on the basis of its political agen-
da, whilst the Catholic Church, by setting criteria for the ‘conversions’ in ac-
cordance with the ecclesiastic canons received the ‘converts’ from the Serbian
Orthodox Church, who made these ‘conversions’ not from belief but because
of fear for their own lives. ‘Converts” were first obliged to report to the state
authorities in order to obtain the permission. With this permission they went
to the parish offices and applied in a written form for the ‘conversion’ Parish
offices then directed these requests to the Diocesan Office which could then
ensue the decision of ‘conversion’ Diocesan Office issued decisions for 6109
individual ‘conversions. Parish priests were requested that after the ‘conver-
sion’ they submit to the Diocesan office a full report about the process of ‘con-
version’ In the archives of the contemporary Archdiocese of Osijek-Dakovo
reports were found for only 3131 individuals. It remains unclear whether the
2977 remaining person actually made a full transition in the Catholic Church
because the reports about their ‘conversion’ are missing. When we deal with
the group ‘conversions’ sometimes the case was that the entire orthodox vil-
lages participated in the process, whilst there were cases of major number of
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people coming into the Catholic Church. The catechism for the ‘converts’ in
most of the cases was not done by the parish priests but by the clergy members
which are called ‘missionaries’ in the documents. The latter group comprised
of seven Diocesan priests and 17 Franciscan monks from the monasteries of
the territory of the Diocese or other parts of Croatia. The number of collective
“conversions” cannot be determined with certainty. It may range from 9086
to 27666 “converts.” As with the individual “conversions,” the figures differ in
applications (17177), in the Diocesan Office decisions (9086), in parish reports
(14395), and the final register compiled in April and May 1942 (27666). If the
Diocesan Office issued decisions for only 9 086 individuals, the question arises:
who authorized the conversion of the remaining 18 580 people? Was this done
by the Ustasha authorities without the knowledge of the bishop or were the
priests-missionaries operating on their own, without sending feedback infor-
mation to the Diocesan Office? The answer remains unclear, just as it is when it
comes to the individual ‘conversions’ Bishop of Pakovo Anton Aksamovi¢ was
aware of the bad treatment of the Ustasha authorities towards Orthodox faith-
ful and Jews. On several occasions, he wrote to the Head of the State to protest.
It must be noted that his protests had neither the sharpness nor the clarity
of moral principles that the protests of the Archbishop Stepinac had. For the
reasons of the mismanagement of the diocese Aksamovi¢ was demoted to the
level of apostolic administrator by the Holy See in 1942. During this difficult
time, he was more concerned with himself and his problems than with devot-
ing himself to those who were most vulnerable and who needed help from both
a human and a Christian standpoint.

Keywords: Independent State of Croatia (NDH), Catholic Church, Serbian
Orthodox Church, conversions, Diocese of Pakovo or Bosnia and Srijem
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Tipologija odnosa katolickoga klera
prema ustaskom rezimu

Domagoj Tomas

Sazetak:

Nastankom Nezavisne Drzave Hrvatske i uspostavom ustaskoga rezima u trav-
nju 1941. stvorene su nove drustveno-politicke okolnosti na dijelu teritorija
dotadasnje Kraljevine Jugoslavije. Drzava nastala pod pokroviteljstvom Sila
osovine, uz primjenu ustaske ideologije u praksi, donijela je rasne zakonske
odredbe te zapocela masovne progone i likvidacije Srba, Zidova i Roma. Takve
okolnosti predstavljale su ozbiljan izazov katolickom episkopatu, kleru, redov-
nickim zajednicama i laikatu, odnosno Katolickoj Crkvi u cjelini. Zagrebacki
nadbiskup Alojzije Stepinac u vi$e se navrata kriticki distancirao od ustaskoga
rezima, Stite¢i pripadnike progonjenih skupina te prosvjedujuci protiv politike
progona i odmazde. Sli¢nu je kriticku poziciju zauzeo i znatan dio episkopata
i nizega klera. Istodobno, dio klera, osobito nizega, iskazivao je razlicite obli-
ke lojalnosti ustaskom rezimu, dok je manji broj svecenika zauzeo otvoreno
opozicijski stav. Osim toga, pojedini su pripadnici klera bili aktivno ukljuce-
ni u Ustaski pokret i strukture vlasti Nezavisne Drzave Hrvatske, dok su se
drugi suprotstavljali rezimu kroz pripadnost Narodnooslobodilackom pokretu
ili pruzanjem pomo¢i njegovim jedinicama. Naposljetku, dio klera zadrzao je
neutralan ili javno neartikuliran odnos prema rezimu. U ¢lanku ce se analizi-
rati ti sloZeni i heterogeni odnosi katolickoga klera prema ustaskom rezimu na
temelju odabranih primjera, s ciljem oblikovanja njihove nijansirane tipologije.

Kljucne rijeci: Katolicka Crkva, ustaski rezim, Nezavisna Drzava Hrvatska,
Kler, tipologija odnosa
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Typology of the Catholic clergy’s relations
towards the Ustasha regime

Domagoj Tomas

Abstract:

The establishment of the Independent State of Croatia under the Ustasha re-
gime in April 1941 created new socio-political circumstances in part of the
territory of the former Kingdom of Yugoslavia. The state established under
the auspices of the Axis Powers, while applying Ustasha ideology in practice,
passed racial laws and began mass persecutions and liquidations of Serbs,
Jews and Roma. Such circumstances posed a serious challenge to the Catholic
episcopate, clergy, religious communities and laity, i.e. the Catholic Church
as a whole. The Archbishop of Zagreb, Alojzije Stepinac, repeatedly critically
distanced himself from the Ustasha regime, protecting members of persecut-
ed groups and protesting against the policy of persecution and retribution. A
significant part of the episcopate and lower clergy also took a similar critical
position. At the same time, a part of the clergy, especially the lower clergy, ex-
pressed various forms of loyalty to the Ustasha regime, while a smaller number
of priests took an openly oppositional stance. In addition, some members of
the clergy were actively involved in the Ustasha movement and the govern-
ment structures of the Independent State of Croatia, while others opposed the
regime through belonging to the National Liberation Movement or supporting
its units. Finally, part of the clergy maintained a neutral or publicly unarticu-
lated attitude towards the regime. The article will analyze these complex and
heterogeneous relations of the Catholic clergy towards the Ustasha regime on
the basis of selected examples, with the aim of shaping their nuanced typology.

Keywords: Catholic Church, Ustasha regime, Independent State of Croatia,
clergy, typology of relations
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Sudski proces protiv Josipa AstaloSa u kontekstu
crkveno-drzavnih odnosa tijekom neposrednog poraca

Sladana Josipovi¢ Batorek

Sazetak:

Glavno obiljezje cjelokupne zakonodavne djelatnosti u drugoj Jugoslaviji, pa
tako i u tadasnjoj Hrvatskoj, bilo je njihova ovisnost o drzavnoj politici koja
je na taj nacin nastojala sprijeciti i kazniti sva djela ¢iji je cilj bio ugrozavanje
ili rusenje postojeceg politickog sustava. Naglasen politicki karakter jugosla-
venskog zakonodavstva rezultirao je uspostavom pravnog sustava u kojem je
provodenje drzavne politike bilo daleko ispred pravne sigurnosti gradana. U
skladu s tim, nerijetke su bile pojave kr$enja osnovnih gradanskih i ljudskih
prava te nepostivanja ljudskog dostojanstva u obliku primjene nedopustenih
metoda psihickog i fizickog zlostavljanja s ciljem iznudivanja priznanja. U kri-
vi¢nom postupku prednost je dana $to brzem izricanju presude, sto je uglav-
nom i$lo na $tetu okrivljenika i njegove obrane. U skladu s takvom zakonodav-
nom praksom odrzavala su se i sudenja pripadnicima Katolicke Crkve, koja
je predstavljala jednog od glavnih ideoloskih, ali i politickih protivnika novih
komunistickih vlasti. U prvim godinama nakon rata, kada je sudski progon ka-
tolickog svecenstva bio najintenzivniji, optuzivani su za razli¢ite oblike surad-
nje s ustaskim rezimom i okupatorskom vojskom, neprijateljsku promidzbu,
$pijunazu i sl., za $to su bile predvidene najstroze kazne — smrtna kazna ili
dugogodisnji zatvor. Sudenja pripadnicima Katolicke Crkve izuzetno su dobro
pratili tadasnji mediji, ¢ime se Zelio posti¢i dugotrajan promidzbeni ucinak jer
su kori$tenjem medijskog prostora za isticanje zlo¢inastva crkvenih krugova i
svrstavanjem svecenika u red narodnih neprijatelja i ratnih zloc¢inaca, komu-
nisticke vlasti nastojale, pred domac¢om i medunarodnom javnosti, opravdati
okrutne postupke protiv Katolicke Crkve, ali i potvrditi legitimitet novog dr-
zavnog poretka. Na podrudju Pakovacke i Srijemske biskupije tijekom prve
dvije poslijeratne godine komunisticke su vlasti izrekle deset smrtnih kazni od
kojih je pet i izvrS$eno. Jedan od poznatijih sluc¢ajeva predstavlja sudenje Josi-
pu Astalosu koji je u vrijeme Drugog svjetskog rata obnasao sluzbu Zupnika u
Dalju i osjeckom Donjem gradu. Kako je sudenje Astalosu bilo medu prvim
sudenjima jednom katolickom sveceniku na podrucju Pakovacke i Srijemske
biskupije, komunistickim je vlastima bilo iznimno vazno da se njime ostavi §to
jaci dojam i upozore svi oni, koji su se protivili novom politickom poretku. U
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skladu s tim, sudbina Josipa Astalos$a bila je odredena unutar partijskih kru-
gova koji su predvidjeli njegovo smaknuce i prije pocetka istraznog postupka,
a nakon izricanja smrtne kazne vjesanjem u kolovozu 1945. po Vojnom sudu
u Osijeku, partijske vlasti u Osijeku istaknule su kako je sudenje odrzano s
ciljem ,popravljanja politicke situacije” U izlaganju Ce se, stoga, prikazati tijek
sudskog postupka protiv Josipa Astalosa te njegova politicka motiviranost kao
odraz politike komunistickih vlasti prema Katolickoj Crkvi i njenim predstav-
nicima tijekom neposrednog poraca.

Kljucne rijeci: Jugoslavija, Komunisticka partija Jugoslavije, Katolicka Crkva,
Josip Astalos, sudski procesi
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The Trial of Josip Astalos in the Context of Church-State
Relations during the Immediate Post-war Period

Sladana Josipovi¢ Batorek

Abstract:

The defining characteristic of legislative activity in socialist Yugoslavia, includ-
ing Croatia, was its close dependence on state policy, which sought to prevent
and punish all acts perceived as threatening or undermining the existing polit-
ical order. The pronounced political nature of Yugoslav legislation resulted in
the establishment of a legal system in which the implementation of state poli-
cy took precedence over the protection of citizens’ legal rights. Consequently,
violations of fundamental civil and human rights, as well as infringements of
human dignity through the use of prohibited methods of psychological and
physical coercion to obtain confessions, were not uncommon. Criminal pro-
ceedings prioritized the swift delivery of verdicts, often at the expense of the
rights of the accused and their defence. This legislative framework also shaped
the prosecution of members of the Catholic Church, which the new commu-
nist authorities regarded as one of their principal ideological and political ad-
versaries. During the first post-war years, when the judicial persecution of the
Catholic clergy was at its most intensive, priests were charged with various
forms of collaboration with the Ustasha regime and the occupying forces, hos-
tile propaganda, espionage, and etc., all of which carried the severest penalties,
including capital punishment and long-term imprisonment. Trials of Catholic
clergy received extensive coverage in the contemporary press, reflecting the
authorities” intention to achieve a lasting propaganda effect. By emphasizing
the alleged criminality of Church circles and portraying priests as enemies
of the people and war criminals, the communist regime sought to justify its
harsh measures against the Catholic Church before both domestic and inter-
national audiences while simultaneously reinforcing the legitimacy of the new
political order. Within the territory of the Diocese of Dakovo and Srijem, com-
munist authorities imposed ten death sentences during the first two post-war
years, five of which were carried out. One of the most prominent cases was
the trial of Josip Astalos, who served as parish priest in Dalj and in the Lower
Town district of Osijek during the Second World War. As Astalo$’s trial was
among the first conducted against a Catholic priest in the Diocese of Dakovo
and Srijem, the communist authorities regarded it as particularly important in
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demonstrating the consequences of opposition to the new political regime. Ac-
cordingly, Astalos’s fate had effectively been decided within Party circles before
the investigation even began, with his execution envisaged from the outset.
Following the Military Court in Osijek’s imposition of the death penalty by
hanging in August 1945, Party authorities in Osijek explicitly stated that the
trial had been conducted with the aim of “improving the political situation”
This paper examines the course of the criminal proceedings against Josip As-
talos and analyses their political motivation as a reflection of the communist
authorities’ policy towards the Catholic Church and its representatives during
the immediate post-war period.

Keywords: Yugoslavia, Communist Party of Yugoslavia, Catholic Church, Jo-
sip Astalos, political trials
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Djelatnost suda za zastitu nacionalne Casti Hrvata i
Srba u Hrvatskoj za okruge Osijek i Virovitica

Miro Gardas

Sazetak:

U godinama nakon zavr$etka Drugoga svjetskog rata diljem Hrvatske djelovalo
je vise Sudova za zastitu nacionalne Casti Hrvata i Srba u Hrvatskoj. Zakonsku
osnovu za djelatnost ovoga suda nalazimo u Odluci o zastiti nacionalne casti
Hrvata i Srba u Hrvatskoj od 24. travnja 1945. Osim ovoga suda u Osijeku,
ali i u ostatku Hrvatske, djelovao je jos Citav niz drugih sudbenih tijela, ali i
upravnih tijela koji su mogli izricati kazne osobama koje su, prema misljenju
novih vlasti, nesto skrivile: Kotarski sud Osijek, Okruzni narodni sud Osijek,
Vojni sud osjeckog vojnog podrucja, Gradski narodni odbor i Gradska komi-
sija za agrarnu reformu i kolonizaciju. U ovome radu ogranicit ¢emo se na rad
Suda za zastitu nacionalne casti Hrvata i Srba u Hrvatskoj za okruge Osijek i
Virovitica. U osjeckom Drzavnom arhivu sacuvana je grada ovoga suda iz koje
mozemo doznati na koji je nacin djelovao i kakve je kazne izricao. Odluka o
zastiti nacionalne casti, temeljem koje je ovaj sud djelovao, zlo¢inom ili prije-
stupom smatrala je svaku suradnju s okupatorom ili njegovim pomagacima. Za
takvu ,suradnju s okupatorom” sud je mogao izre¢i kaznu gubitka nacionalne
Casti, prisilnoga rada, izgona, nov¢anu kaznu i kaznu djelomicne ili potpune
konfiskacije imovine. Misljenja sam da je upravo ova zadnja kazna konfiskacije
imovine bila najvaznija vrsta kazne koju je ovaj sud izricao. Ovaj je sud proce-
suirao mahom osobe koje za vrijeme Drugog svjetskog rata nisu pocinile neke
ozbiljne krimene i kojima se nisu bavili drugi sudovi. No, te su osobe u velikom
broju slucajeva posjedovale znacajnu i vrijednu imovinu koja je itekako bila
zanimljiva novim komunistickim vlastima. Zbog toga ih je trebalo optuziti da
su povrijedili ,nacionalnu ¢ast“ i osuditi ih u gotovo svim slu¢ajevima na kon-
fiskaciju cjelokupne imovine.

Kljucne rijeci: Sud za zastitu nacionalne casti, konfiskacija, narodni neprija-
telj, Drugi svjetski rat
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Activities of the Court for the Protection of National
Honor of Croats and Serbs in Croatia for the District of
Osijek and Virovitica

Miro Gardas

Abstract:

In the years following the end of World War II, several Courts for the Protec-
tion of National Honor of Croats and Serbs in Croatia operated throughout
Croatia. The legal basis for the activities of this court is found in the Decision
on the Protection of National Honor of Croats and Serbs in Croatia, dated 24
April 1945. In addition to this court in Osijek, but also in the rest of Croatia,
there were a number of other judicial bodies, as well as administrative bodies
that could impose penalties on persons who, in the opinion of the new au-
thorities, had committed a crime: the Osijek County Court, the Osijek District
People’s Court, the Osijek Military Court, the City People’s Committee and the
City Commission for Agrarian Reform and Colonization. In this paper, we will
limit ourselves to the work of the Court for the Protection of National Honor
of Croats and Serbs in Croatia for the districts of Osijek and Virovitica. The
records of this court, preserved in the Osijek State Archives, provide valuable
insight into its functioning and the sentences it imposed. The court operated
on the basis of the decision on the Protection of National Honor, which defined
any form of collaboration with the occupying forces or their auxiliaries as a
crime or offense. For such “collaboration with the occupying forces’, the court
could impose a sentence of loss of national honor, forced labor, exile, a fine,
and a sentence of partial or complete confiscation of property. I believe that
this last sentence of confiscation of property was the most important type of
sentence that this court imposed. This court primarily prosecuted individuals
who had not committed serious crimes during the World War II and whose
cases did not fall within the jurisdiction of other courts. However, these people
in many cases owned significant and valuable property that was very attractive
to the new communist authorities. Therefore, they should have been accused
of violating “national honor” and sentenced in almost all cases to confiscation
of all their property.

Keywords: Court for the Protection of National Honor, confiscation, enemy of
the people, World War II
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Povijesno-pravna reevaluacija sudskog postupka
protiv Josipa Astalosa

Jelena Kasap
Visnja Lachner

Sazetak:

Cilj ovoga rada/izlaganja jest temeljito istraziti i kriticki analizirati sudski po-
stupak protiv svecenika Josipa Astalosa kojeg su komunisticke vlasti nakon
Drugog svjetskog rata optuzile i osudile u izrazito pristranom i politicki moti-
viranom procesu. Detaljnom interpretacijom spomenutog postupka i njegovih
implikacija unutar povijesnog i pravnog konteksta poratne Jugoslavije nasto-
jat ¢e se utvrditi kako su politicki i ideoloski interesi oblikovali sudsku praksu
toga vremena. Detaljnom pravnom i povijesnom analizom rad nastoji rasvi-
jetliti nacin provodenja sudenja koje je obiljezeno minimalnim dokaznim po-
stupkom i ideoloskim pritiscima, kao i utjecaj politickog konteksta na pravdu
i pravednost u poratnoj Jugoslaviji. Koristeci se primarnim arhivskim vrelima
i sudskom dokumentacijom, u radu se kriticki propituje uskladenost tadasnje
sudske prakse s proklamiranim nacelima zakonitosti i pravi¢nosti, pri ¢emu je
poseban naglasak stavljen na analizu optuznice i dokaznog postupka. Slijedom
toga, nastoji se pruziti znanstveno utemeljen doprinos razumijevanju pravne
nesigurnosti i mehanizama politickog obrac¢una kroz pravosude te prosiriti dis-
kurs o povijesnim i drustvenim implikacijama takvih sudskih procesa.

Kljucne rijeci: Josip Astalos, politicki procesi, poratna Jugoslavija, Katolicka
Crkva, Zakon o krivi¢nim djelima protiv naroda i drzave
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Historical-Legal Reevaluation of the Judicial
Proceedings Against Josip Astalos

Jelena Kasap
Visnja Lachner

Abstract:

The aim of this paper/presentation is to conduct a thorough investigation and
critical analysis of the judicial proceedings against the priest Josip Astalos,
who was accused and convicted by the communist authorities after the Second
World War in a highly biased and politically motivated trial. Through a de-
tailed interpretation of the aforementioned proceedings and their implications
within the historical and legal context of post-war Yugoslavia, the paper seeks
to determine how political and ideological interests shaped the judicial prac-
tice of that period. By means of comprehensive legal and historical analysis,
the paper aims to shed light on the manner in which the trial was conducted—
characterized by minimal evidentiary procedures and ideological pressure—as
well as on the impact of the political context on justice and fairness in post-war
Yugoslavia. Drawing on primary archival sources and court documentation,
the paper critically examines the extent to which judicial practice at the time
was aligned with the proclaimed principles of legality and equity, with particu-
lar emphasis placed on the analysis of the indictment and the evidentiary pro-
ceedings. Consequently, the paper seeks to provide a scientifically grounded
contribution to the understanding of legal insecurity and the mechanisms of
political repression through the judiciary, as well as to broaden the discourse
on the historical and social implications of such judicial proceedings.

Keywords: Josip Astalo$, political trials, post-war Yugoslavia, Catholic Church,
Law on Criminal Offences Against the People and the State
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Svecenicka i zupnicka sluzba Josipa Astalosa

Stanislav Sota

Sazetak:

Josip Astalos, sin Josipa i Terezije Kollomann, roden je 20. listopada 1897. u
Osijeku. Osnovnu skolu pohadao je u Osijeku, a gimnaziju u Osijeku i Pakovu.
Teologiju je studirao u Pakovu. Po rukama biskupa Antuna Aksamovica za
svecenika je zareden 1. srpnja 1921. Svecenicku sluzbu, kao kapelan ili Zupni
vikar, obavljao je u Nijemcima od srpnja do studenoga 1921., u Gorjanima od
studenoga 1921. do srpnja 1922., a zatim je imenovan privremenim upravi-
teljem zupe u Trnavi. U lipnju 1923. ponovno postaje kapelanom, najprije u
Semeljcima, zatim u Vinkovcima, Pakovu i Slavonskom Brodu. Uz kapelansku
je sluzbu istovremeno obavljao sluzbe i privremenog upravitelja u Gundincima
1922., Cemincu 1925. i Vrpolju 1926. U rujnu 1928. imenovan je upraviteljem
zupe u Podravskim Podgajcima. Zupnikom je imenovan 1. svibnja 1930. u Pu-
nitovcima i tu je sluzbu obavljao do 15. svibnja 1937. Dana 15. svibnja 1937.
imenovan je zupnikom u Dalju, a 1. lipnja 1942. zupnikom u Osijeku, u Zupi
Preslavnog Imena Marijina. Kao donjogradski zupnik jedno je vrijeme uprav-
ljao i Zupom Sarvas. Dolaskom partizana, premda nevin, osuden je na smrt i 5.
kolovoza 1945. obje$en, javno pred mnostvom, na igralistu u Dalju. U mjestima
sluzbovanja aktivno je bio ukljucen u orlovsko i krizarsko vjersko drustvo. Bi-
skup Antun Aksamovi¢ imenovao ga je 1944. zacasnim prisjednikom Duhov-
nog stola.

Kljucne rijeci: Josip Astalo$, svecenik, zupni vikar, upravitelj, Zzupnik, Dalj,
Osijek
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Priestly and parish ministry of Josip Astalos

Stanislav Sota

Abstract:

Josip Astalos, a son of Josip and Terezija Kollomann, was born on October
20, 1897, in Osijek. He attended elementary school in Osijek and high school
in Osijek and Pakovo. He studied theology in Pakovo. He was ordained as a
priest by Bishop Antun Aksamovi¢ on July 1, 1921. He served as a chaplain
or parish vicar in Nijemci from July to November 1921, in Gorjani from No-
vember 1921 to July 1922, and was appointed temporary parish administrator
in Trnava. In June 1923, he became a chaplain again, first in Semeljci, then
in Vinkovci, Pakovo, and Slavonski Brod. In addition to his chaplain duties,
he also served as a temporary administrator in Gundinci in 1922, Ceminac in
1925, and Vrpolje in 1926. In September 1928, he was appointed parish admin-
istrator in Podravske Podgajci. On May 1, 1930 he was assigned parish priest
in Punitovci, and served in that capacity until May 15, 1937. Then, on May 15,
1937, he was appointed parish priest in Dalj, and on June 1, 1942, parish priest
in Osijek, in the Parish of the Most Glorious Name of Mary. During this service
in Lower town, he also served as the parish priest of Sarvas for a while. With
the arrival of the partisans, although innocent, he was sentenced to death, and
on August 5, 1945, he was hanged, publicly in front of a crowd, on the play-
ground in Dalj. In his places of service, he was actively involved in the Eagle
and Crusader religious societies. Bishop Antun Aksamovi¢ appointed him in
1944 as an honorary member of the Ecclesiastical Table.

Keywords: Josip Astalos, priest, parish vicar, administrator, parish priest, Dalj,
Osijek.
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Ljudsko dostojanstvo u svjetlu mucenistva kao
svjedocanstva istine — moralni aspekti

Ante Bekavac

Sazetak:

Cjelovita istina o ¢ovjeku i njegovom nepovrjedivom dostojanstvu postaje ja-
sna u svjetlu kr$¢anske antropologije koja ¢ovjeka razumije u svjetlu izricaja da
je covjek slika Bozja (usp. Pos 1, 26-27). Zbog toga klju¢nog teoloskog izrica-
ja razumijemo zasto se inzistira na ljudskom dostojanstvu koje je apsolutno i
nepovrjedivo, $to nas upucuje na covjekovu stvorenost i radikalnu ovisnost o
Stvoritelju gdje se istovremeno pokazuje autenti¢na vrijednost covjeka. Teo-
loski govor o ljudskoj osobi istovremeno nam ukazuje da je i nositelj ljudskog
dostojanstva. Svaki govor o covjeku izrice i govor o ljudskom dostojanstvu koje
svoj izvor ima u stvorenosti ¢ovjeka na sliku Bozju po daru razuma i slobode.
Stoga je postivanje, zastita i promicanje ljudskog dostojanstva nesto bezuvjet-
no. Razumijevanje dostojanstva u svjetlu mucenistva od presudne je vaznosti
za kr$c¢ansko svjedocenje istine koja se uosobila u Isusu iz Nazareta. Spoznajuci
otajstvo ¢ovjeka u otajstvu Krista (usp. GS, 22), razumijemo specifican odnos
koji u svojoj biti polazi od ljubavi koja ocituje jedinstveni odnos prema osobi
Isusa Krista. Iz ljubavi prema Kristu mucenik svjedoci da se u sredi$tu njego-
va zivota nalazi osoba Isusa Krista koji je Istina i da je spreman, upravo zbog
jedinstvenog dara i odnosa, dati svoj zZivot za to svjedocanstvo Ljubavi koja
prozima zivot mucenika. Iz razumijevanja covjeka kao nositelja neotudiva do-
stojanstva koje svoj izvor ima u Bogu, kr$¢ani svojim mucenistvom svjedoce da
je bozanski zakon po savjesti upisan u srce ¢ovjeka i da po njemu djeluje uvijek
vjeran Bogu i Ciste savjesti koja ga opravdava pred muciteljima i progonitelji-
ma. Mucenistvo, ukoliko je ljudska krepost jakosti, na paradoksalan nacin po-
kazuje vrijednost biti ¢ovjek i podnositi zlo i ocuvati dostojanstvo. Mucenistvo
koje izrasta iz ljubavi i sjedinjenosti s Kristom Raspetim svjedoci o najdubljem
razlogu Bozjeg utjelovljenja u ljudsku osobu i vrijednost ljudskog dostojanstva.

Kljucne rijeci: Bog, ¢ovjek, dostojanstvo, osoba, mucenistvo
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Human dignity in the light of martyrdom as a
testimony to the truth - moral aspects

Ante Bekavac

Abstract:

The complete truth about the man and his inviolable dignity becomes clear in
the light of Christian anthropology, which understands a person in the light of
the expression that the man is the image of God (cf. Gen 1:26-27). Because of
this key theological affirmation, we understand why there is an insistence on
human dignity as absolute and inviolable. This points to human creation and
radical dependence on the Creator, while simultaneously demonstrating the
authentic value of the man. Theological discourse about the human person also
shows us that he is the bearer of human dignity. Every discourse about a man is
also a discourse on human dignity, which has its source in man’s creation in the
image of God through the gift of reason and freedom. Therefore, respecting,
protecting and promoting human dignity is of the utmost importance. Under-
standing dignity in light of martyrdom is crucial for Christian witness to the
truth embodied in Jesus of Nazareth. By recognizing the mystery of the man in
the mystery of Christ (cf. GS, 22), we understand a specific relationship that,
in its essence, starts from love that manifests a unique bond with the person of
Jesus Christ. Out of love for Christ, the martyr testifies that at the center of his
life is the person of Jesus Christ who is the Truth and that, precisely because of
this unique gift and relationship, he is ready to give his life for that testimony
of Love that permeates the life of the martyr. From the understanding of the
man as the bearer of inalienable dignity that has its source in God, Christians
testify through their martyrdom that the divine law is inscribed in the human
heart through conscience and that the martyr acts according to this law, always
remaining faithful to God and maintaining a clear conscience that justifies
him before his tormentors and persecutors. Martyrdom, as a human virtue of
strength, paradoxically demonstrates the value of being human, of enduring
evil and of preserving man’s dignity. Martyrdom that grows out of love and un-
ion with Christ Crucified testifies to the deepest reason for God’s incarnation
in the human person and the value of human dignity.

Keywords: God, man, dignity, person, martyrdom
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